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Online Discussions
Dr. Gareth Norris
One potential limitation in the uptake of online learning is the lack of contact and topical debate between students that exists formally in the 'seminar' model of delivery and informally beyond the classroom. Many alternatives exist in the online educational world and the discussion forum is a popular - if not default - method of engaging students in meaningful and focused debate. However, ensuring a successful online discussion is complex and very often contributions to forums form part of the module assessment. This session will outline some experiences with grading an online module taken by on-campus students and how the use of both formative and summative assessment aided students to engage with and perform well with the discussion. Issues surrounding non-engagement will also be discussed.
